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SUBJ: HUMAN RIGHTS DEVELOPMENTS SINCE TODMAN VISIT 

REF: STATE 205889 

1. THE MAIN DEVELOPMENTS IN HUMAN RIGHTS IN PARAGUAY 
SINCE ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN'S VISIT HAVE BEEN THE 
EXTENT TO WHICH PUBLIC ATTENTION HAS BEEN POCUSED ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS MATTERS. EVER SINCE THE VISIT THE MEDIA 
INCREASINGLY CONTINUE TO PLAY UP DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS 
AREA IN OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES AND THERE HAVE 
BEEN SEVERAL EDITORIALS IN LOCAL NEWSPAPERS OP ALL 
PERSUASIONS DISCUSSING HUMAN RIGHTS, NOT ONLY IN A 
LIMITED SENSE BUT IN THE BROADER TERMS OP INCLUDING 
ECONOMIC RIGHTS AND THE RIGHTS OP PARTICIPATION. 

2. IN CONCRETE TERMS, THE PROCESS OP TURNING OVER TO 
JUSTICE QUICKLY THE MOST RECENT GROUP OF SUSPECTED 
SUBVERSIVES (ARRESTED IN JULY) IS CONTINUING. ALTHOUGH 
THE IMPARTIALITY AND ABSENCE OP ABUSES IN THIS PROCESS 
MAY BE SUSPECT, IT IS PAR BETTER THAN PREVIOUS PRACTICE 
OP HOLDING POLITICAL PRISONERS INDEPINITELY WITHOUT 
CHARGES. HOPEPULLY IT CAN PROVIDE THE BASIS POR 
PURTHER IMPROVEMENTS IN THE HANDLING OP POLITICAL 
PRISONERS. 
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3. PIN ALLY, FAMILIES AND PRIENDS OP POLITICAL PRISONERS 
WERE ABLE TO VISIT SPEEDILY WITH JULY DETAINEES APTER 
PRESS, WITH HERETOFORE UNACCOSTUMED BOLDNESS, REPORTED 
THAT VISITS HAD BEEN DENIED. 
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